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2020 was an unprecedented year.  

Church buildings across the country were 
closed. General Assembly was cancelled. 
Canada Youth was postponed. We worried 
about our congregations, our communities,  
our country and our world. Yet, Presbyterians 
across Canada worked together to share  
God’s love during this difficult time.  

Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing continued to 
support congregational development, 
theological education and reflection, leadership, 
new faith communities, Bible translation, good 
governance, evangelism and more—in Canada 
and around the world. 

When churches had to close their buildings, 
innovation grants helped them adapt worship 
and outreach programs, and national office 
staff and committees worked alongside them  
to navigate the changing environment.  

When Indigenous ministries had to close their 
buildings, they went out into their communities 
to meet people’s physical, emotional and 
spiritual needs.  

When an explosion in Beirut, Lebanon, 
devastated the seminary buildings of the  
PCC’s partner the Near East School of Theology, 
support to rebuild was provided.  

When people felt lonely, isolated and afraid,  
the Presbyterian Connection newspaper shared 
stories of hope and resilience.  

Resources and conferences moved online to 
equip congregations in Christian education, 
leadership, stewardship, justice and 
communication. Regional grants were 
reallocated to meet changing needs.  

The national church urged the government, 
social structures and congregations to respond 
to systemic racism and high levels of violence 
against Black people, people of colour and 
Indigenous communities by calling for justice 
and acting with love. Presbyterians across 
Canada joined the Moderator in walking and 
praying for congregations and ministries  
across the country. 

Part of the joy of being in ministry together is 
seeing the remarkable things God does when 
we put our gifts in God’s hands. Thank you for 
your faithful support of Presbyterians Sharing.

Our Gifts, God’s Mission 
Presbyterians Sharing 2020

Edmonton Urban 
Native Ministry, 
Edmonton, Alta.



Working in this ministry is a lesson in 
finding small joys amid great pain. Our 
little ministry is unlikely to end poverty  
or cure schizophrenia. But loneliness and 
isolation make those afflictions so much 
worse. And we can fight those by choosing 
to connect in the moment we’re given.  
We can feel the Spirit right there with us, 
delighting in us as we delight in each other.  

Kate McGee, Executive Director and Chaplain, 
Boarding Homes Ministry in Toronto, Ont.

We are giving back to 
our brothers and sisters 

what was once given  
to us—a warm welcome 

and a place of belonging 
and worship. 

Member, Montreal West 
Presbyterian Church in 

Montreal, Que.

God is at Work  
Through Presbyterians Sharing

We have hope that we can pull through difficult 
times with God’s help and the support of our 

network of friends. After all, this seminary made 
it through two World Wars and crises in the 

region, including a 15-year-old war in Lebanon. 

Dr. George Sabra, President,  
Near East School of Theology in Beirut, Lebanon 
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I was so grateful for the opportunity to serve 
as mission staff in Budapest. I met refugees 
from Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iran, Syria and 
Africa. Interestingly, I found that language 
was not a barrier. With some broken English, 
we shared stories of family, culture, religion, 
war, politics and life. I met families who 
attended church faithfully even though they 
couldn’t understand English or Hungarian 
yet. It was my joy to sit with them and 
worship together on Sundays. 

Jeanie Lee, Mission Staff,  
Kalunba refugee ministry in Hungary 

It is clear not just that people in the PCC are interested in starting  
new worshipping communities, but that such communities are already 
beginning, and that there is a growing interest to take part in this work.  

The Rev. Steve Filyk, St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Kamloops, B.C.  
at the Cyclical PCC church planting online conference

presbyterian.ca
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OUR MINISTER'S MESSAGE

Dear Friends,

If I were to summarize the year 2020 in one word, I would choose the word “emotion.”  The

past  twelve  months  has been an emotional  rollercoaster  for  essentially everyone on this

planet.  As the COVID-19 pandemic gripped our world, more often than not our society found

itself adrift without any anchor.  As we stayed in our homes, for both work and play, time

played tricks on our minds.  One day often blended into the next without any clear distinction.

People found themselves asking “when will  this be over?” or “when is something different

going to happen?”  Collectively we lived as mental and emotional vagabonds-drifting from

thought to thought, trying to make sense of it all.  And in so doing, we related better than ever

before to another group of wanderers. 

The Israelites of the Book of Exodus found themselves wandering in a literal desert with each 

day seeming just like the other.  They too dreamed of the past; of days of safety and security 

found within the familiar.  But God had different plans for them; plans that easily surpassed 

the desires of their hearts.  This same God, the Great Yahweh, is with us today as He was 

with those Jews so long ago.  And just as He had plans for them, He has plans for us as well. 

Despite the doom and gloom of the popular media, we need to remember the words of Isaiah 

43:18-19, “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! 

Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in

the wasteland.” But what is this “new thing” which God is doing right now?  Perhaps, God is 

creating a “leaner” universal church.  One filled with true believers that can take advantage of 

the mission field created as society’s trust and dependence upon the things of this world 

wanes.  Or is it simply the lesson of perseverance?  In a society that has made it difficult to 

worship, we are blessed with technology and creativity to continue to share the message of 

the Good News with others.  

In fact, with the continued support of our St. Andrew’s family, and with all the hard work of our 

Elders, committees, and staff; we have been able to thrive this past year.  True, we have 

missed meeting together for both services and events, but we have persevered and remained

relevant.  We have been able to continue to touch the lives of our members, as well as to 

reach people craving Christ throughout North America.  Through our services, donations to 

charity, and prayers; people have continued to know the love of this church family of ours.  

And since this love is of God, it will remain.  



As Paul reminds us in Philippians 4:13, “I can do all this through Him who gives me strength.” 

Here’s to another wonderful year!

Blessings,

Pastor John                      



INTERIM MODERATOR'S MESSAGE

Dear Brothers and Sisters at St. Andrew's,

Another year has passed, and another is before us. A most unusual year past, and ahead I

think.

When we had our annual meeting last year, none of us anticipated what 2020 would bring.

God has been faithful in this time, and God has given us new opportunities to rest, reflect,

renew, and grow.

I commend you for your ongoing faithfulness; for the Session who have met and prayed and

planned; John and Bettina who with help have learned how to do worship online; for the

privilege of leading communion with you via technology.

John has completed a 7 session course of study on Presbyterian Church history and polity

with  Rev.  Peter  Bush,  past  Moderator  of  General  Assembly,  convenor  and  editor  for

Presbyterian History. In the next few weeks, I will be working with John on leading in worship,

pastor care, doing funerals, understanding and presiding at baptism and communion.

I appreciate that at times you have joined us at Knox, Thedford for worship online; thank you! 

We are united in Christ, and as profound changes in how we are a church beckon, the Lord

will continue to be faithful.

Presbytery has asked, and I have agreed with the support of the Session, to continue as your

Interim Moderator for the next year. I count it a privilege to serve with you, and thank the

Session for their diligence, support and wisdom. Thanks to Bob for his leadership as Session

Clerk;  Katharine for her service as administrator; Marianne for her ongoing connection with

the children; John and Bettina and their tech crew for leadership in worship, in prayer, and

teaching the truth of the Word of God in preaching and in praise.



We do not know what the year will hold, but we do know who holds us: Jesus Christ. May the

Lord bless and lead us.

In Christ,

Chris
Rev. Dr. Christine O’Reilly



ST. ANDREW’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, PETROLIA

ANNUAL MEETING

FEBRUARY 23, 2020  

The meeting was called to order by Reverend Christine O’Reilly, interim moderator, at 12:38 PM 
with 33 members and adherents present.  Rev. O’Reilly began with a reading from 1 
Thessalonians and a prayer.

Nominations were opened for a chairperson and secretary of the meeting.  Gladys Ottens moved 
that Rev. O’Reilly be the chairperson. Bettina Mercer seconded. Carried. Bob Newman moved 
that Gini Newman act as secretary. Seconded by Dick Ottens.  Carried.

Minutes of the meeting of February 17, 2019 were reviewed. Tim MacDonald moved that they be 
accepted as printed. Seconded by Mike Belan Sr. Carried.

Messages from Pastor John MacIntosh & Reverend Christine O’Reilly were noted. No discussion.

There was no business arising from last year’s meeting.

The Session report was noted for information only. There was no discussion. Reverend O’Reilly 
explained that session will be working through the Book of Forms this year.

Financial statements were discussed. Reverend O’Reilly clarified that Katharine Currie, the office 
administrator, does the bookkeeping work.

· Clarified that the recent bequest is not in the restoration account as it is currently invested.

· It was noted that under the session fund there is a line for the Rev H Osborne Fund. It was 
clarified that this was education money not used by Rev Osborne which he donated into a 
fund for church education. Marianne Hyatt stated that she had used some money from this 
fund for education when she began teaching Sunday School. It was agreed to rename the 
fund as the Reverend H Osborne Education Fund.

· Ladies Account – there was some discussion about where it comes from since there is no 
formal ladies group at present. It is probably left from when there was a group & is still 
used to pay for groceries. Agreed that the Session would discuss renaming the account

Tom Walter moved that all financial statements be accepted. Seconded by Marianne Hyatt. 
Carried

Budget for 2020 was reviewed

· Clarified that VBS  is part of the Christian Education budget

· Clarified that Presbyterian Sharing is the money which is sent to the head office of the 
PCC. Clarified that last year’s budgeted amount was increased at the annual meeting and 
that this year’s amount is the same. ($5500)

· Clarified – choir music includes the CCLI license

John MacIntosh moved that the budget be approved. Seconded by Dick Ottens. Carried

The reviewers, Kelsey McMurphy and Sue Walter, reported that the found the books in good 
order. They were thanked for their service. They offered to serve again next year. Carried.



Reports from the Committees & Groups

Finance – Bob N spoke to it

· The amount needed weekly to meet the budget was pointed out – this will be tracked 
throughout the year.

· Told the members a bit about Katharine. Since she has limited office hours many members
have not met her. Members were reminded that she monitors the phone messages and 
emails regularly and can always be contacted. Mike Belan Sr. pointed out that she has 
used less than the previously budgeted office time because she has found efficiencies.

Bible Study Groups – starts again this Wednesday with Revelations 11.

Fund raising – Janice was not present. IT was noted that we had a successful hot dog/bake sale 
at the town wide garage sale day last year but will need volunteers if we are to repeat.

DVD ministry. Sue Walter says there is always a copy available and to please ask in advance if 
you wish more copies because it is simpler. Judy Grigg suggested that the 3 elders ordained this 
morning each receive a copy of that service.

Sunday School Report- Marianne reported that she had reversed the names of the Biblical 
Kingdoms in her printed report.

· Discussed that the kids wanted to do a fundraiser following a recent mission presentation 
and they will be baking on the Friday of March break. Anyone want to donated supplies or 
lend equipment can speak to Marianne.

· Gladys suggested that adults might enjoy attending a class to see what the kids are 
learning – there is a signup sheet so that there is an adult present with Marianne during 
class.

· Applause for Marianne and her work

Knitters – Gladys spoke & encouraged others to come out

Men’s Breakfast – Bob Newman spoke about the food grains project – there is currently a wheat 
crop in the ground.

Property & Building – Dick had nothing to report here.

Music Ministry – Bettina is looking at rebranding the Thursday evening worship ensemble time as 
a time of prayer, worship & music. She thanked those who helped with VBS & with the Christmas 
parade. There was some discussion about other types of music – country gospel.

Rob Newman moved that all committee reports be accepted.  Seconded by Ann DenBoer. 
Carried.

Revised Contract for John MacIntosh. – John left the room for this discussion.

· Rev. O’Reilly reviewed the past year’s progress & highlighted the goals

· Clarified that anyone could conduct a funeral

· Future plans as outlined in the contract – goal of being able to lead communion was 
discussed  including the steps John must take and the need for congregational approval to
petition presbytery for approval



· Need for continuing having an interim moderator (an ordained minister). Rev. O’Reilly is 
willing to continue to serve in this capacity subject to the will of the presbytery

· Clarified that John  would need an Master of Divinity degree to be ordained -steps involved
in that process were explained

· Clarified that John  could continue indefinitely subject to annual approval

· Any concerns about preaching style etc should be referred to Rev. O’Reilly. 

· The final page of the contract is basically the same as last year – noted that there was a 
typo in point 7.0 – should read polity

Gladys Ottens moved that the contract by approved, seconded by Pam Irwin. Carried

Trustees report

Dick Ottens discussed the report from POW engineering highlighting issues with the trusses and 
the roof line.  We have an estimate from the Brick Doktor to repair masonry primarily in the turrets 
and towers. Approximately $15,000 of the estimate is for a lift to be able to access the towers. 
There may possibly be an extra $20,000 for other repairs around the building (especially back of 
Christian Education wing)

· The liability issues around the bricks in the towers/turrets was discussed

· Option of removing the towers instead of repairing was discussed

· Discussion about the cable system in the attic – installed to prevent the walls from bowing 
& only needed to be tightened to a point so it has no longer requires tightening

· Discussion about using the measurements in the report as a base line and having them 
repeated in the future to compare. Agreed to repeat the measurements in the fall of 2021.

Dick Ottens moved that we spend up to $50,000 (HST included) for brick repair to the 
towers/turrets and around the building. Seconded by Pam Belan. Carried

Mike Belan Sr. Moved that the financial report of the trustees be approved. Seconded by Rob 
Newman. Carried.

New business – discussion & sharing

Bob Newman reported on the mission offerings during 2019 – Average of $107/month from loose 
offering, an average of $248/month from the mission lunches. We made donations of $2500 last 
year.

Rev. O’Reilly thanked the members for our actions throughout the year.

Gladys thanked Rev. O’Reilly on behalf of the congregation.

Motion to adjourn.

Rev. O’Reilly closed with prayer.

Meeting adjourned at 2:12.



A  NNUAL SESSION REPORT 2020

The year 2020 will be remembered by session members as one of many challenges, mostly due
to the constraints we faced due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Three new members of session were inducted at the service preceding the annual meeting on
February 23, 2020. Current active session members are Mike Belan, Pam Belan, Pam Irwin, John
MacIntosh, Bob Newman, Dick Ottens, Gladys Ottens and Larry Zavitz.

When churches were notified to close in March, we were fortunate to connect some of you with
the virtual services our interim moderator, Rev. Christine O’Reilly, conducted from the sanctuary of
Knox Presbyterian Thedford. When churches were allowed to re-open with many restrictions and
an onerous  work  load  to  ensure  safety  for  everyone,  session decided to  remain closed and
instead we began to offer services from our sanctuary on Facebook Live with Pastor John and
Bettina sharing their gifts with us. After a few weeks of trying to improve the quality of our sound
and camera angles, we changed the format to pre-recorded services shown on YouTube, which
your feedback tells us is working much better. Pastor John has also continued to conduct Bible
Study via Zoom on a weekly basis.

Not being able to meet in person for Sunday services also severely limited our time of fellowship
after worship and all but one of our monthly mission luncheons did not take place. Our annual
Samaritan’s Purse shoe box drive was also cancelled. Instead we encouraged our members to
support  Samaritan’s Purse, the Canadian Foodgrains Bank, and guest speaker Cal Bombay’s
mission – Gardens of Hope. Thanks to all who chose to do that.

A special thank you to Ken and Jean McGregor and Dick Ottens for ensuring that not one but two
excellent crops were harvested , the profits of which were passed on to the Foodgrains Bank
specifically helping PWS&D projects.

Thank you to those who helped to decorate our sanctuary for the Christmas season.

We were saddened by the loss of long time members and adherents. Members who passed away
this year were Linda Agocs, Harley McPhail, Jean McLaughlin and Tom Hyatt. Supporters who
passed away were Bill Burch and Diana Belan.

At  this  time session would like to thank our paid staff  – Pastor  John,  Bettina,  Marianne and
Katharine for the exceptional efforts they make on behalf of our congregation Special thanks to
Kelsey, Dick and Gladys who assist Bettina and John in producing the YouTube services.

Statistics for St. Andrew’s Petrolia 2020

Professing members as of December 31, 2019                                                 96

Professing members removed from the roll  death                                     4

                                                                               transfer                                  0

                                                                               Act of Session                       0

Professing members added to the roll                   Affirmation of faith                 0                             

                                                                               transfer                                  0

Professing members as of December 31, 2020                                                 92           















Expense Category Budget 2021 Comments
Salaries - Minister $22,839.12 $22,839.12 $23,187.62 $18,690.50 for John (1.9% increase) + $4,497.12  for Christine

Custodian $8,863.82 $8,863.60 $8,863.82 No increase for 2021

Office Administrator $10,000.00 $3,098.88 $6,000.00
Organist $8,398.62 $8,377.68 $8,761.46 Bettina $8,461.46 (1% increase) + supply organist @ $100 x 3

Pulpit supply $1,400.00 $325.00 $1,400.00
Treasurer $400.00 $400.00 $400.00
Sunday School Coordinator $3,970.08 $3,959.04 $4,009.78 1% increase in 2021

Youth Group Leader $1,656.90 $315.60 $0.00 Not in effect for 2021

Subtotal Salaries $57,528.54 $48,178.92 $52,622.68

Canada  Pension Plan – minister, 0.00 $0.00 $0.00
office admin & SS coordinator 300.00 $120.50 $225.00
Employment insurance – minister, 0.00 $0.00 $0.00
SS  & office administrator 500.00 $166.10 $400.00
Workers' Safety Insurance – minister, 0.00 $0.00 $0.00
office admin & SS coordinator 100.00 $91.86 $100.00
Housing allowance 0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Mileage 200.00 $0.00 $200.00 Mileage for pulpit supply

Continuing Education (Study Leave) 600.00 $0.00 $600.00 To cover John's studies

Subtotal benefits $1,700.00 $378.46 $1,525.00

Presbytery dues $1,886.12 $1,886.12 $916.45 Represents Synod dues only – Presbytery dues waived

Minister's pension (employer share) $6,126.90 $6,126.96 $4,909.00
Health insurance - minister $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Subtotal assessments $8,013.02 $8,013.08 $5,825.45

Special services $650.00 $65.26 $650.00
Decorating $100.00 $128.18 $100.00
Choir Training $100.00 $0.00 $100.00
Subtotal Special Services $850.00 $193.44 $850.00

Church School $2,000.00 $433.96 $1,000.00
Local Outreach $100.00 $0.00 $0.00
Christian Education Training $100.00 $0.00 $100.00
Subtotal Christian Education $2,200.00 $433.96 $1,100.00

       Budget 2020  Actual 2020

Katharine is an hourly employee and is paid based on the number of 
hours she has worked.

8 weeks supply @ $175 – more/less depending on John's vacation 
time, Communion, Blue Christmas, etc.

This is the Congregational Assessment per PCC

Covers groceries, photocopies, supplies for Special services such as 
Blue Christmas, Anniversary, Good Friday, etc.

Includes Sunday School, Vacation Bible School & Youth Group – will 
be less if COVID continues to limit activites



Expense Category (continued) Budget 2020 Actual 2020 Budget 2021 Comments

Office supplies $300.00 $66.19 $300.00
Maintenance & cleaning $5,000.00 $3,290.52 $5,000.00 More if elevator requires repairs – perhaps from Schuldt GIC?

Snow Removal $3,000.00 $2,034.00 $3,000.00 Estimate as actual # is unknown at this time

Cap Exp & Restoration $1,000.00 $0.00 $1,000.00

Equipment purchased $1,000.00 $132.49 $1,000.00 New router purchased

Subtotal Supplies purchased $10,300.00 $5,523.20 $10,300.00

Elevator $1,200.00 $1,233.98 $1,500.00 This covers maintenance only, not repairs.

Organ $600.00 $0.00 $300.00 To be tuned in Fall of 2021

Piano $250.00 $0.00 $250.00 Not tuned in 2020; to be tuned in 2021

Photocopier $900.00 $485.60 $900.00 More copies expected b/c of mailings due to covid

Insurance $4,300.00 $0.00 $4,800.00 Estimate as actual # is unknown at this time

Fundraising expenses $2,000.00 $0.00 $1,000.00 Includes fee for talent (music group, etc.) if applicable.

Choir Music $500.00 $363.99 $500.00 CCLI licensing

Offering envelopes $175.00 $161.87 $175.00 Estimate as actual # is unknown at this time

Postage $200.00 $93.94 $200.00
Advertising $750.00 $184.10 $500.00 Will be less if covid keeps the church closed.

Subtotal Equipment repair/maint. $10,875.00 $2,523.48 $10,125.00

Telephone $1,500.00 $1,442.33 $1,500.00
Hydro & Water $3,200.00 $1,812.11 $2,500.00
Gas $5,100.00 $2,955.51 $3,500.00
Subtotal Utilities $9,800.00 $6,209.95 $7,500.00

Christmas for Everyone $2,500.00 $620.00 $2,500.00
Canadian Foodgrains Bank $0.00 $0.00 $500.00
Teen Challenge $0.00 $0.00 $1,000.00
Foodbank (General) $0.00 $0.00 $1,000.00
Women's Interval Home $0.00 $0.00 $1,000.00
Community Care Fund $0.00 $0.00 $2,700.00
Presbyterian Sharing $5,500.00 $5,510.34 $500.00 Specifically designated as “Gifts for Change”-actual mission work

Subtotal Missions $8,000.00 $6,130.34 $9,200.00

HST payable $3,000.00 $1,565.92 $2,500.00
miscellaneous $300.00 $74.17 $0.00
bank charges $160.00 $64.91 $160.00
Transfer to Other Funds $0.00 $150.00 $0.00
Subtotal Miscellaneous $3,460.00 $1,855.00 $2,660.00

Total expenses $112,726.56 $79,439.83 $107,208.13

Average weekly contributions required $2,167.82 $2,061.69



FINANCIAL RESOURCES TEAM   

This team is responsible for the receiving and disbursing of the offering of the Congregation.
The  team  is  made  up  of  Bob  Newman  (Member  of  Session),  Church  Treasurer  (Ann
DenBoer), Office Administrator (Katharine Currie), Gladys Ottens (Member of Session) and at
least one member from the congregation (Janice Currah). 

BUDGET TIME is upon us again.

We ended this year with a surplus of $5,801.39* in our operating account.

In April of 2020, funds were withdrawn from the Otto Schuldt bequest to pay for masony work
completed by Bill Dokter Masonry.  The total amount withdrawn for payment of this invoice
was $25,428.08.  It is important to point out that the funds received under this bequest are
specifically designated for use with the Organ Fund and the Restoration Project only.  

We want to take a moment to thank everyone for your continued support of St. Andrew's
during COVID.  Your donations have been coming in throughout the pandemic by mail, online
e-transfer and PAR, and we thank you.

If you would like to give during the pandemic, you may do so by:

~  mailing a cheque to the church at:  416 Queen Street, Petrolia ON  N0N 1R0

~  sending an e-transfer of funds using your online banking to:   st_andrews@cogeco.net

~  signing up for PAR offerings

PAR  offerings  are  a  preauthorized  payment  that  comes  out  of  your  bank  account
automatically  each  month.   Call  Katharine  in  the  office  at  519-882-2400  to  sign  up  for
automatic payments or to increase your offerings for 2021.  Just a SMALL increase in your
weekly offering makes a HUGE difference in the bottom line of our Church.  We are in this
together!

In 2020 we needed to bring in $2,167.82 per week to sustain monthly expenses.  

To sustain the Church overhead for 2021, we will require $2,061.69 on a weekly basis.  

We thank those who have been joining us online for worship and remind everyone that our
weekly services can be found on YouTube.  We will continue posting services there until the
COVID restrictions are lifted.  You can also access the link directly from our Facebook page
each Sunday morning at 10 am.



Team responsibilities are as follows:

1. Be responsible for the preparation of the annual operating budget for Session and the
congregation’s approval in consultation with affiliated pastoral charges.

2. Oversee the stewardship of the operating budget.
3. Encourage  the  members  of  the  congregation  in  the  stewardship  of  their  financial

resources.
4. Provide statements to Session on a monthly basis for information and review.
5. Be responsible for the operations and duties of the Church Administrator.
6. Follow the guidelines as set out in the different Funds of the Church.
7. To invest and disburse trust funds as directed by the Trustees.
8. To make the books available for the annual review by the Reviewers.
9. To issue tax receipts according to the policy approved by Session.
10. To dialogue with the property team on the financial side of property issues.
11. To prepare a written report of the Finance Team’s activities for our newsletters and a

report to be included in our Annual Report.

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Financial Resources Team

* There may be further numbers to come in, but we do not expect a significant change to the final surplus.



BIBLE STUDY GROUP REPORT

During 2020, we studied the book of Revelations and started our study of Act.  If anyone is interested

in joining our weekly Zoom Bible Study meetings, please speak with your Elder and we can get you

connected.  Everyone is welcome.

Bob Newman

KNITTING/QUILTING FOR A CAUSE

Our knitting group has not been able to meet in person this year.  However, we did have several items

already made and some of the ladies have been continuing to make items at home during this time.

So we have gathered it  all up and have sent it  to a mission that brings items to those in need in

London.  The ministry is called "London's Least" - they have a facebook page and IG(Instagram).  It's

not a registered charity - it's just a group of London area young adults with compassion for the poor

who go out every Sunday afternoon to low-income areas of London.  They hand out coffee, granola

bars,  sometimes hot  meals,  and clothing/blankets to the homeless.   In  need right  now of  socks,

mittens, hats, scarves, blankets, sweaters, coats, etc. All warm and wooly items appreciated!

Gladys Ottens

MEN'S BREAKFAST GROUP

Unfortunately this year, with COVID, we were not able to meet as a group of men.  We look forward to

starting again as soon as we are able.

Bob Newman



PROPERTY/BUILDING TEAM REPORT

Inspite of the challenges in 2020 with the pandemic, the maintenance of the church building is

ongoing. The brickwork that was approved at last year's Annual Meeting was completed. We will

discuss with POW Engineering about returning to remeasure the main trusses so we can access

whether there is further work that needs to be carried out.  A big Thank You to anyone who has

helped over with past year.

Dick Ottens

THE CLEAN UP CREW REPORT

In January and February a small group met at the church a few times and cleaned out closets and

filing cabinets, mainly in the rooms adjacent to the congregational hall  downstairs.  We found

some  old  books  and  some  items  of  historical  interest  which  we  planned  to  display  at  the

anniversary service at the end of May. We gathered many items we no longer used which we

offered as an in house garage sale with plans to donate the remainder to the Lambton Youth

Choir for their garage sale the end of April.   Then COVID-19 happened and there was no in

person anniversary service and there were no garage sales.  Hopefully when the world is healthy

again we can follow through with our original plans.

In the meantime, some interest has been expressed on the depression glassware in the kitchen.

Most of what we own is small serving pieces, mostly in green glass although there are some pink

glass  pieces.   If  anyone  is  interested  in  possibly  purchasing  some  pieces  please  e-mail

(st_andrews@cogeco.net) or call  the church.  We will  see what interest there is, figure out a

COVID friendly way to show people what is available, and try to determine what the pieces might

we worth in the collectibles market.

Gini Newman



SUNDAY SCHOOL REPORT

Like most things in 2020, teaching Sunday school has presented a bit of a challenge!

 

While  still  worshiping  in-person (from January through mid-March),  we  studied under  our

usual lesson format of a flannel board Bible story followed by a related craft, with take-home

puzzle pages to review the week’s lesson. During this time, we learned about the prophets

Elijah and Elisha in our continuing study of the kings of Israel and Judah.

 

With the arrival of the coronavirus pandemic to Canada in March and the province under a

strict lockdown, Sunday school lessons switched to a weekly email format. Topics included

Bible-based activities to keep the kids learning and occupied, daily family devotions, seeing

God in nature, a family Bible study leading up to Easter, easy Mother’s and Father’s Day

crafts, Bible stories of people who also navigated difficult times in life, and more. These email

lessons evolved over the months to include both religious and non-religious activities, as the

lockdown continued.

 

Although we were still not meeting in person by September, the subjects of the weekly email

lessons reverted back to our study of the kings of Israel and Judah. In an effort to keep the

kids engaged from afar, a chatty, conversational style was developed in the emails. These

mailings included internet links to a short video of the Bible story, games & puzzles for review,

and  a  section  where  lessons  from  the  story  (such  as  patience,  obedience,  adapting  to

change, kindness, faith in adversity, and generosity) could be studied in deeper depth, with an

emphasis on how these qualities relate to our present circumstances.

 

In November, we switched to a curriculum on the Christmas story and the events leading up

to Jesus’ birth. A supplemental email with crafts & activities complemented the weekly lessons

and topics included St. Nicholas Day, snowflakes, cookie ornaments, and building a Nativity

at home, to name a few.



 

The start of a new calendar year (and a second lockdown) have created the opportunity for

yet another lesson format change: the creation of video Sunday school lessons on YouTube,

created  by  myself.  And  so  the  adventures  and  the  adaptations  continue.....  

 

Best wishes to you all for a happy and safe 2021!

Marianne Hyatt

 



MUSIC MINISTRY

Just before the last annual meeting the decision was made to disband the worship team. We were in

the process of starting a Thursday evening worship in song series to take it’s place. Sadly, before that

started everything shut down.

A few weeks into the lockdown I went to the church to record the first of the worship videos that I

posted to Facebook. These became a weekly thing. There were a few weeks, early on, when I actually

post two. I am not, in any sense, a techno wizard. I remember being frustrated to tears on a few

occasions when something would go wrong and I would lose an entire video or have trouble loading it.

At the same time, the positive responses that were posted were an encouragement and made it worth

the effort.

Going to Facebook Live for services was another steep learning curve. There were weeks I was so

concerned about the technology that I had a hard time concentrating on the music. Thankfully, Dick,

Gladys and Kelsey came to my rescue. By taking over the the technical aspects of the service for me I

was once again free to focus on leading worship. Of course, even that is different since I have no idea

if anyone is actually following.

It hasn’t all been bad, though. It has been exciting to see our services moving beyond ourselves. With

Facebook and YouTube as our new platforms we have the potential to reach around the world. I have

noticed that we have not been getting as much feedback since we went to YouTube so I am unsure

how well the services are being received in this new format.

My heartfelt thanks to you for your faith in me, to all who have helped with this transition, to those who

showed their support when I was struggling to figure things out and to those who have stepped out of

their comfort zones to embrace this new way of doing things. Thanks as well to my family. To Mike

who listened while I bounced endless ideas off of him and stepped up to help wherever he could. To

my boys who patiently,  quietly (most  of  the time) waited in  the nursery for  us while we recorded

services.

I miss you all so much. “The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you

and bring you peace.”    Amen 

Bettina Hart



TRUSTEE'S REPORT 2020

During the past year the trustees have overseen the following investments on behalf of St.
Andrew's Presbyterian Church:

McAlpine Bequest
Opening balance $157,438.40
Interest added (May 2020)   +     176.76
Interest added (October 2020)   +  1,633.58
Interest added (November 2020)   +     176.76
LESS:  Interest transferred to CPR   -   1,987.10
Closing balance $157,438.40

James R. Drummond Bequest
Opening balance   $33,981.54
Interest added (August 2020)       +  434.45
LESS:  Interest transferred to CPR       -   434.45
Closing balance   $33,981.54

Music Bequest & Organ Fund
Opening balance        $779.06
Interest earned and reinvested       +     9.43
Amount in Chequing acct        $788.49

Jim Drummond Donation
Opening/Closing balance   $25,000.00
Interest added (June 2020)     +   525.00
Interest added (December 2020)     +   160.27
LESS:  Interest transferred to CPR     -    685.27
Closing balance   $25,000.00

Shares Donation
Opening balance   $21,000.00
Interest added (February 2020)      +  535.50
Interest added (August 2020)      +  268.48
LESS:  Interest transferred to CPR       -  803.98
Closing balance   $21,000.00

continued on next page



Nancy Jacques Bequest
Opening balance   $10,000.65
Interest added (February 2020)      +  255.02
Interest added (August 2020)      +  127.85 
LESS:  Interest transferred to CPR      -   382.87
Closing balance   $10,000.65

Schuldt Bequest
Opening balance $440,577.15
LESS withdrawal to pay masonry invoice   - 25,567.42
 Interest added (April 2020)   +       139.34
Closing balance $415,149.07

Trustees:  Janice Currah, Bob Landon, Dick Ottens, Mike Belan, Bob Newman


